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‘;:;_u‘w time since a review ol Mr. Williams’
¢ Missionary Enterprises " was handed us
e puhli-'utinn. The news of his death at-
wing at the same time, and from a cursory
erusal of the manuscript perceiving that
here were many attacks of’ a personal na-
are, we concluded to omit it, in justice to
he memory of the deccased. But upon a
pore careful examination we find that much
it is of @ general nature, and the strictures
N;Iicnhlc to missionary operations genceral-

yin that quaiter. ‘This part of the world

3 < g0 little known, that those who have luth-
rto written in regard to it, have too fre-
jently (misled by their zeal or prejudice,)

_Bentured upon assertions which cannot al-

vavs be substantiated ‘T'he remedy for this,
$10 apply the test of eriticizm, founded upon
bservation and experience,  Of the work
nquestion we have heard many opinions,
he majority of which, some even from those
o the anthor's calling, coincide with those
ypressed in the review. At any rate, it

ommunity, and as such is entitled to res-
weet, 11 the statements it contains wre erro-
cons, they ave worthy of refutation; if cor-
ect, they should be made public, as they
efer not only to the book in question, but
o the general condition of the islanders at
e present time,  The subject of missions
s one that is greatly agitating the civilized
orld, and all the light that can be thrown
pon it, is valuable. That they have had

he Isles of the Pacilic, all will allow; but
‘hether their influence has been of so favor-
ble a nature as its warmest advocates as-
ert, or that as much has been accomplished
s a few authors would have the public be-
ieve, is with some a matter of doubt. The
uthor of the review may have fallen into
he opposite error, and approached the sub-
et with preconceived ideas, or prejudices
trengthened by a long habit of viewing the
ubject through one particular medium,  But
b{ this our readers can form their own judg-
ient. It is written in a plain but coarse
tyle, and without order or method.

‘ Narrative of Missionary Enterprise in the
South Reag, by John Williams.”  An enquiry how
Cir this work answers to the real state of the Bslauld-
ors, with remarks upon the Author's and Lis brother

Missionaries’ labors in the South Seas, more particus
luly at the Island of Tahiti. By J. Rongo~.

An impartial obscrver of the results of
lissionary efforts hitherto in the South
Seas, has much to complain of the high
oloring given them in Mr. Williams’
vork.  The Islanders are represented as
aving attained a degree of Christian per-
ection rarely to be met with in the most
iilized countries, and the author places
umsell before the public as one dead to
he things of time and sense, who has
evoted his life to the Saviour’s cause.

We give every credit to the zealous
nd persevering missionary, however lim-
ted his suecess, and would cheerfully
oinin the general praise of Mr. Williams’
xertions, had he not overdrawn the rela-
on of his proceedings. The exagger-
pted statements forwarded to the Mission-
iry Society from the Islands in the South
%eas have greatly diminished the useful-
iess of that Society, by misleading the
irectors as to the real state of the peo-
le.  "This work of Mr. Williams may at
rst add to its funds, but must ultimately
hjure the cause of the Mission.

epresents the views of a largesclass ol the |

n important bearing upon the destinies of
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formation, we must give an opinion that
all the valuable information it contains
might be comprehended in twenty pages,
as it is but mere repetition of the Author’s

zealous labors, and wonderful results, eal-
| culated to mislead the religious publie.
| We gather from it that the facility of
nmkin;.'; converts exceeds the most san-
guine expectations of the warmest reli-
agious enthusiast ; the Author has a few
interviews with a tribe whose language he
| knows little of, and suddenly they imbibe
the fullest belief in the Christian faith

|

or, a native of Riatea is landed among a|to gather what nature freely spread be fore |
With the exceptioh of offering|

strange .people, and at the next visit the |
|idols are not only thrown down but the |
'whole people are singing fervent praises
to the living God, observing family wor- |
ship, and are transformed into evangel-|
ized christians,  Had the Author contined
Dimsell to the relation of the suceess he
imet with in his cflorts to convinee the |
natives of the folly of worshipping filse
cgods, we should have read his acconnt|
(with much greater satisfaction.. T'he at-
tempt was ereditable, and  the suceess
(gratifying,  We know that at many is-
Jands it is not very diflicult to convinee
the natives of the power of the living
(God, and the nothingness of their idols ;
cevery thing they see belonging to the
' white race is so superior to their precon-
ceived ideas that they readily admit the
superiority of the God they worship to
those before which they have been aceus-
tomed to bow down. An increased in-
tercourse strengthens  first  impressions,
and causes them to trust more to the wis-
dom of the whites; but much time and
labor are necessry to transform the rude
savage into the Christian deseribed by the
Author, (if ever an adult ean be led to at-
| tain such a state of perfeetion.)  T'he so-
Leial system of ervilized life must be taught:
the people must be brought to love virtue
for its own beauty, and to walk uprightly
befora their fellow men: and the reason-
ing facultics must he brouzht into action |

in order to lay a solid foundation where-
upon to form the christian charaeter, |
This rapid evangelization of the Author
|i"' contrary 1o reason : civilization must |
perience of forty years” lubor at the Iskand
of "T'ahiti, twenty-nine of which the mis-
sionary was listencd 1o without  opposi-|
tion, us also at the neiehborine Lslands of |

Riaten, Huahcine, Dora Bora, and others, |

The Author of the * Narrative ' was
stationed at the eommencement of s

Missionary labors at the Isiand of Riaten,
second only to Tahiti in population, 11
had acquired complete control of the na-|
tives, and was the direetor of all affiirs of
the Island both spiritual and temporal ;|
in his letters to the Society in London, |
the people were represented, interms |
equally glowing with those made use of
in his work, as sincere .converts to the
Gospel of Christ, and having among them
a greater pmpnrtit.m of communicants
than probably any parish in England,

It was without doubt the conlidence
that the Author had in his flock at Riatea
and his conviction that the Christuan re-
ligion had taken deep root, which caused
him to leave them to themselves and car-
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remained to have exercised his influenee
over them even at the loss of his inter-
esting narrative.  In the year 1532, the
people that Capt. Waldegrave found =o

dation, and the whole Island was one
spectacle of unmitigated vice.

eration, and men, women and children
were given to every species of  debaueh-
ery and licentionsness.  They  lived in
the most miscrable state with scarcely
huts to shelter them, and but Little eloth-
inz or food, having become too indolent

them.
human sacrifices, the Islands of Riaten,
Bora Dora, and Taha were never in snel
a state of burbavisin,  How deep root
nkd the principles of christainity have
taken among these people

Letters written by Natives and speceh-
es delivered apparently breathing a spirit
of christian piety, oceupy a larze space in
this work.  "I'he nativefollows the man-
ner of his Missionary and borrows  lis
words in prayer, or at religions meetings:
il the Mi.«'r‘innill‘_\' sends a note to a native
updn the most tritling afiair, it commences
with ¢ Health be to you through our
Lord Jesus Christ ;7 the native nnitates
him, and thus a style is aflected that is
neither felt nor understood.  T'he native
is energetie and  elogquent upon subjeets
concerning the interest of his country or
himsell individually. At meetings held
by the Missionaries, there is a studied and
labored repetition of set phrases with an
imitation of the sombre manner ol his
teacher ; at composition  he is far from
quick, the intelleetnal capacity of a vil-
lage being required to put too wde
paper.  Letters to be read at the May
Missionary meeting in London, or other-
wise for publieation, are revised and trans-
lated by the Missionary, and in many in-
stanees underco a farther revision of the
orthography in London.  These letters
and speeches very much resemble the

(&8

preparation of letters and specimens of at-

tainments of a sehool boy at vacations,
‘l‘ll b € Illl|i|l'|.l|'||,
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precede it It is also contrary 1o the ex-| MUNGO MACKAY, THE PRACTICAL JOKER |

Y A BLUL
Concluded from page 111,

There is no part of the world where a new
preacher, whether new-lights or blue-lights,
woduces a greater sensation than in Boston,
—though after he is gone, the people may
relapse into quiet Unitarian paths, still they
have no objeetion to wander out of them in
search of any novelty in religion, and if they
do not alway = change their bohef with every
fresh importation, they at least pay him the
compliment of hearing what he has got to
sy, There happened to bey durimg the
period of which I am speaking, one of those
wandering theological meteors hlazing around
Boston, and people from every lune and by-
way flocked to see it, not with picees of
smoked glass in their fingers, but with ten-
cent=picces and York shillings, to drop into
the green box, by way of adding tuel to the
flames,  So great was the crowd, that the
ordinury rules about the quict possession of
pews for which the owners had paid were
entirely broken down; everybody ook that
seat which suited him best, and those who
came late sat down in the places lefi to them
by those who had come early.  One plea-
sant Sunday morning Mackay went to the

NOs§E,

ry the Gospel to other Islands ; from the
state of the people a short time after his

church by times, took his seat in a central
pew, just under the shadow of the pulpit,

Churches |
. ‘ . |
were abandoned, stills were in active op-|

as upon |

respect to the book as one aflording in-|departure, we should have wished he had and xat bolt upright, with his arms extended

with an apparent degree of unnatural rigidi-
ty down by his sides, He was presently
Lsurrounded by halt'a dozen females, nearly

Call of whom were strangers to his person,
Cand inoa little time the whole church was

and his supposed converts’ displays of |advanced in seriptural kl‘ln\\'l('{ls:l'. Pres full to overflowing,
piety, with lengthened accounts of his sented the worst picture of human degra-|

The psalin was sung, the prayer said, the
sermon delivered in the preacher’s best style,
He dwelt particularly on the requirements
of the great precept of brotherly love,—upon
‘the beauty of universal benevolence,—on
the pleasure which arises;, not only from

clothing the vaked and feeding the hungry,

Cbut from attention to the minute and grace-
Hul conrtesies and eharities of life, by which
the thorny pathis softened and adorned,  1In
the language ol the eritics in such matters,
“there was not adry eye in the place:™ the
appeal had found it way to every heart.
[ Al Mackay’s ummediate neighbors were
sensibly afleted; he wept with them; the
tears  chased each other  down  his
cheeks,  But while every one else  was
| busy with their handkerchiels wiping away
(the water that the orator, like a second
‘ Vioses, had by strokes of his eloquence
ceansed to gush from their flinty hearts,
Muackay held his arms stil” and  straight,
while halt'a alass of Liguid satlused his face,
The dried eyes of the female friends were not
slow to observe this; for in addition to the
evident signs of deep fecling which he exhib-
ited, his face was rather a handsome face,
He wriggled, fidgeted, looked confused and
interesting, but raised no hand, gsearched for
no kerehief, and seemed to be in deep dis-
Lross,

At length a youngz widow lady, who sat
beside him, remarked that he wasill at case,
and,—heaven bless the female heart! it ul-
ways melts at any mysterions sorrow,—after
one or two downcast looks and fluttering
pauses, she said in an under tone,

“ Pray, sir, is there any thing the matter
with you? You appear to be unwell.”

“Ah! madam,” breathed Mackay in a
whisper,” “ 1 am a poor paralytie, and have
lost the use of my arms.  Thongh my tears
have flowed in answer to the touching senti-
ments of the pastor, I have not the power to
wipe them away.”

In an instant a fair hand was throst into a

Lreticnde, aud a white handkerehief, scented
with otto of roses, was applicd to Mackay’s
'l-yvs; the fair Namaritan, secuing to u-jn'it:u
in the first opportunity of practising what
had been so recently preached, appeared to
polish them with right good will,  When she
hidd done, M. looked unutteaable obliga-
Ltions, but whispered that she would increase
Jthem a thousand fold iff she would, as it
wanted it very much, condeseend to wipe
his nose,  The novelty of the request was
thonght nothing of': the widow was proud
of the promptitude she had displayed in sue-
coring the distressed; and to a |-n:rsun who
has done you one Kind action, the second
seewms always easy.  Her white hand and
whiter handkerchief were raised to Mackay's
cutwater; but the moewment that it was com-
plotely enveloped in the tolds ol the cambrie,
he gave such o sneeze as made the whole
church ring—it was, in fact, more like a
neigh,  The minister punsed in giving out
the hymn; the deacons put on their specta-
¢les to see what could be the matter, and in
an instant every  eye was turned upon
Mackay and the fair Samaritan, the latter
of' whom, being so intent upon her object, or
so confounded by the general notoriety she
had acquired, still convalsively grasped the
nose,

There were hundreds of persons in the
chareh who knew Mackay and his propen-
sities well; and a single glanee was suflicient
to convinee them that a snecesstul hoax had
been plaved ofl' tor their amusement, A
general titer now ran round  the place ,—
“pods and becks, and wreathed smiles ™
were the order of the tlu_\'. Men held down
ther heads, and laaghod outright; and the
ladies had to stufl’ the scested cambric into

r!’i'.!




